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Analysis: Pakistan military strives to secure central Afghan role

Reuters / By Chris Allbritton / April 19, 2011

The Pakistani military is scrambling to shore up ties with Afghanistan to ensure a central role in a negotiated settlement of the
conflict as the beginning of a U.S. military withdrawal draws closer.

Uneasy neighbors Pakistan and Afghanistan took an important step last weekend, agreeing to include Pakistani military and
intelligence officials in a commission seeking peace with the Taliban, giving Pakistan's security establishment a formal role in any

talks.
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/04/19/us-pakistan-usa-idUSTRE73137820110419

Missed Opportunities
The Impact of DDR on SSR in Afghanistan

United State Institute of Peace (USIP) / April 2011

This report reviews the design and implementation of disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration (DDR) in Afghanistan,
assessing the extent to which the DDR program met its goals and the effect this had on security sector reform (SSR). The
report also focuses on the international community’s failure to include DDR as part of the initial power-sharing settlement
embodied in the Bonn Agreement, the implications this posed for rival groups’ security and the effects this had on both DDR
and SSR. This report is one of a series focusing on DDR and SSR organized by the United States Institute of Peace’s Security

Sector Governance Center.
http://www.usip.org/files/resources/SR270-Missed_Opportunities.pdf

The Ongoing Saga of the Parliament and the Special Court

Afghanistan Analysts Network (AAN) / by: Martine van Bijlert / April 22, 2011

Seven months after the Wolesi Jirga vote, and three months after the inauguration of Parliament, MPs are still not sure who will
finally be declared the winners and losers of the election. Rumours surrounding the investigations by the Special Court have been
wildly contradictory and have kept them on edge. It is a perfect example of Afghan politics: pressure, ambiguity, negotiations,
posturing, confusion and suspicions of double-dealing. In the tug-of-war between the executive and the legislative, the President for

the moment seems to be coming out on top — again.
http://aan-afghanistan.com/index.asp?id=1642

Afghanistan: UN Says Political and Humanitarian Concerns Don’t Mix

EurasiaNet / by Aunohita Mojumdar / April 18, 2011

Humanitarian agencies working in Afghanistan have been saying it for years. Now the United Nations is also admitting it:
Humanitarian aid workers are facing increasing risks in many conflict zones where assistance is most needed and not much is being
done to protect them.

A new report, released on April 12 by the UN’s Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), says the UN has failed to
maintain neutrality by playing both a political and a humanitarian role in Afghanistan, a fact that the UN’s political leadership may

find an embarrassing admission, and says Taliban militants now see the UN as a legitimate target.
http://www.eurasianet.org/node/63318

Lack Of Trust Among Afghans Is Major Stumbling Block To Peace Talks

Radio Free Europe, Radio Liberty / By Abubakar Siddique / April 16, 2011

Lack of trust is emerging as the No. 1 problem as Afghan President Hamid Karzai pushes for a national reconciliation with the
Taliban.

Faced with increased international military operations, Taliban elements appear to be extremely skeptical of the peace overtures
that Afghan and international officials have made to entice the insurgents into negotiations.

While Western media have periodically reported on secret talks, there have been no formal negotiations.
http://www.rferl.org/content/lack_of trust_afghans_major_stumbling_block peace_talks/4745567.html
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Regional Powers Gear Up For Afghan Intrigue -- Even As West Looks Away

Radio Free Europe, Radio Liberty / By Daud Khattak / April 30, 2011

To hear the Americans and Europeans talk, it’s the beginning of the end game in Afghanistan. The United States and its allies are
rushing for the exit. In Western capitals the discussion is all about troop withdrawals, political settlements, and negotiations with
the Taliban.

But that’s only how the West sees it. The picture looks rather different from the vantage point of leaders in South Asia and the
Middle East. Regional powers are gearing up for a period of renewed intrigue. The rest of the world should prepare itself for an

intensification of long-established rivalries and a rise in instability inside Afghanistan itself.
http://www.rferl.org/content/regional_powers_gear_up_for_afghan_intrigue_even_as_west_looks_away/16798710.html

Don't Negotiate Over The Heads Of The Afghan People

Radio Free Europe, Radio Liberty / By Muhammad Tahir / April 22, 2011

Everywhere you turn, it seems, someone is talking about talking with the Taliban.

The Europeans have been in favor of the negotiating with the Taliban for years. Now Washington has jumped on the bandwagon.
And it's not just U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, who recently gave a much-noted speech about the impossibility of winning
the war in Afghanistan by military means alone. She's supported in that by David Petraeus, who commands U.S. and international
forces in the country, and other U.S. generals. The Obama administration recently approved $50 million in support of Afghan

government efforts to "reintegrate" the Taliban into society.
http://www.rferl.org/content/commentary_dont_negotiate_over_heads_of afghan_people/9502595.html
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