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Afghan Taliban intelligence network embraces the new

Los Angeles times / April 13, 2011

The Taliban has deepened its infiltration of Afghan institutions and sharpened its surveillance of Afghan and foreign troops as it
seeks to exploit an edge in the information war that will help decide the fate of the insurgency.

Much of the Taliban's structure was destroyed or dispersed by the 2001 U.S.-led invasion, which forced the militant group from
power. Midlevel commanders have been hit hard in recent months by Western forces, and NATO officials say the Pakistani-based
leadership is plagued by infighting.

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-taliban-intelligence-20110414,0,6672065.story

Al-Qaeda sees opportunity in peace

Asia Times / April 13, 2011

With the great 2011 Arab revolt still simmering, Western leaders are scrambling to bring to an end the 10-year war in Afghanistan,
where the Taliban-led insurgency remains unbeaten. A step in the direction of an endgame through a political reconciliation process
is likely to be taken at a preparatory conclave on the security and reconstruction of Afghanistan to be held in Turkey's capital Ankara

next month.
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/MD13Df03.html

Kabul Bank to Be Dissolved

Wall Street Journal / April 11, 2011

Afghan President Hamid Karzai said Monday that Kabul Bank, the largest private lender in the country, will be dissolved and that he
has ordered the Afghan attorney general's office to investigate corruption allegations at the lender and to begin prosecutions.

The announcement appears to end six months of tensions between the Afghan government and the international community,
which pushed Mr. Karzai to dissolve Kabul Bank and to pursue an investigation that could lead to prosecution of the bank's key

shareholders and managers.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703841904576256780797518272.htmI?mod=googlenews_wsj

Top Afghan Official Confirms Talks With the Taliban

New York times / April 6, 2011
A top Afghan official confirmed on Wednesday that the country’s government had been in peace talks with the Taliban.
The official, Mohammad Massoom Stanekzai, secretary of the High Peace Council and an adviser to the Afghan president, Hamid

Karzai, said reconciliation talks had been under way with insurgents for some time.
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/07/world/asia/07afghanistan.html?ref=asia

Raids on ex-Taliban threaten Afghan peace process, diplomats warn

Guardian / April 6, 2011

International and Afghan security forces are setting back the embryonic peace process by raiding the homes of former Taliban
officials instrumental in promoting talks with insurgents, according to diplomats and leaders of the former hardline regime.

At a time when the US has called for a "diplomatic surge" to solve the conflict, the most recent target of the greatly expanded night
raids programme, which employs electronic eavesdropping and special forces units on a major scale, was Mullah Zaeef, former
Taliban ambassador to Islamabad and a proponent of peace talks. He is regarded as sufficiently important by the international

community that last year an international travel ban on him was lifted, enabling him to travel to London.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/apr/06/raids-taliban-afghan-peace-process

Facts and Fiction on the Frontier: The Haqqanis and the Kurram peace deal

Afghanistan Analysts Network (AAN) / by: Fabrizio Foschini / April 14, 2011

For a few weeks, it looked like the sectarian conflict in Kurram Tribal Agency had been brought to a solution. The years-long siege on
Shia residents had been lifted thanks to a much talked about peace agreement, allegedly brokered with the help of Jalaluddin
Haggani. This, however, now looks increasingly doubtful and seems to be more the part of a narrative that wants to paint a

1A | asdio www.watchafghanistan.org
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favourable picture of the old mujahedin commander’s network. Meanwhile, a series of brutal attacks have plunged one of the most
strategic areas of FATA once more into instability, while the links between this conflict and the one in Afghanistan grow even

stronger. AAN’s analyst Fabrizio Foschini pieces the story together.
http://aan-afghanistan.com/index.asp?id=1627

Victims Organisations Sound a Wake-up Call

Afghanistan Analysts Network (AAN) / by: Sari Kouvo / April 13, 2011
AAN continues its analysis of civil society’s role in and ability to influence the processes unfolding in Afghanistan. AAN’s Sari Kouvo

and Obaid Ali participated in the National Victims Conference held in Kabul 30-31 March.
http://aan-afghanistan.com/index.asp?id=1624

Towards a More United Voice of Civil Society

Afghanistan Analysts Network (AAN) / by: Fabrizio Foschini / April 5, 2011
During the last months, AAN’s Fabrizio Foschini has had the chance to follow closely the process leading to the formation of a

network of Afghan civil society organisations, its path to a two-day conference in Kabul, and its plans for future initiatives.
http://aan-afghanistan.com/index.asp?id=1601

U.S. pledges more money for peace program in Afghanistan

Washington Post / By Joshua Partlow /April 7, 2011

The United States pledged $50 million Wednesday to jump-start a slow-moving program to encourage Taliban members in
Afghanistan to stop fighting and support the government.

Facing rising levels of violence in recent years, Afghan and U.S. officials have struggled to craft incentives for insurgents to give up
their cause. But government-funded programs have been plagued by misspent funds, and fledgling talks with Taliban leaders have
made little headway.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/us-pledges-more-money-for-peace-program-in-afghanistan/2011/04/06/AFn87hqC_story.html|
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