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Afghanistan's Elections Stalemate

International Crisis Group / February 23, 2011

The prolonged crisis over Afghanistan’s parliamentary elections has further undermined President Hamid Karzai’s credibility. He is
now even more isolated politically than he was after his dubious re-election in 2009. The Wolesi Jirga was inaugurated on 26
January 2011, following a lengthy standoff that exposed sharp political fault lines, which could plunge the country deeper into not
just political but armed conflict. Clashes between the executive, legislature and judiciary over the results of the polls are paralysing
government and weakening already fragile institutions. Constitutional review is long overdue, and failure to implement changes
that reinforce the separation of powers will only further weaken the state’s ability to provide security or good governance. If public
confidence is to be restored, the president and Supreme Court must disband a special tribunal that was created to adjudicate
elections complaints but lacks a clear legal mandate. The new parliament must also immediately place electoral and constitutional
reform at the top of its agenda. If left unaddressed, the current political crisis will stoke ethnic tensions and could drive
disenfranchised Afghans into the arms of the Taliban.

http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-asia/afghanistan/B117%20Afghanistans%20Elections %20Stalemate.ashx

Shelters in the Storm: The Controversy over Women'’s Safehouses

Afghanistan Analysts Network (AAN) / by Sari Kouvo / February 18, 2011

The Afghan government accuses women’s shelters of corruption, while women’s rights advocates criticize the government for
believing rumors rather than facts and succumbing to the pressure of conservatives. Whatever the outcome of this controversy, the
victims are likely to be the women who have sought refuge in the shelters - most of them fleeing situations of extreme violence.
AAN Senior Analyst Sari Kouvo analyzes the shelter controversy. With support from Political Researcher Obaid Ali.

http://aan-afghanistan.com/index.asp?id=1503

Afghan prosecutors seize vote data: officials

AFP / February 14, 2011
Government prosecutors and police stormed into election commission offices in Kabul on Monday to seize control of vote data,
accusing the body of not cooperating with a probe into fraud, officials said.

The raid was ordered by a special tribunal, which Afghan President Hamid Karzai assigned to investigate alleged fraud in
Afghanistan's controversial parliamentary elections in September, they said.

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iZwhzy3hQvvawV6JB4Inf8GWwOfA?docld=CNG.9d00ea2df5d6129be7cac650dbbd7208.1f1

U.S.-Taliban Talks

The New Yorker / by Steve Coll /February 28, 2011

On August 22, 1998, Mullah Omar, the emir of Taliban-ruled Afghanistan, made a cold call to the State Department. The United
States had just lobbed cruise missiles at Al Qaeda camps in his nation. Omar got a mid-level diplomat on the line and spoke calmly.
He suggested that Congress force President Bill Clinton to resign. He said that American military strikes “would be counter-
productive,” and would “spark more, not less, terrorist attacks,” according to a declassified record of the call. “Omar emphasized
that this was his best advice,” the record adds.

http://www.newyorker.com/talk/comment/2011/02/28/110228taco_talk_coll

Building Afghan Peace from the Ground Up

The Century Foundation / February 2011

This paper strives to capture Afghan perspectives on the state and governance, the nature of civil society, and the role of the
international community. It also explores the prospects for peace with the insurgency and draws out the implications for Western
strategy. The data is based on a series of consultations with community, religious, and tribal leaders; NGO and community activists;
teachers and educators; and students and youth leaders. In total, the research brings together the stories, experiences, and
perspectives of more than two hundred Afghan residents from Baghlan, Balkh, Herat, Kabul, Kandahar, Khost, and Nangarhar. The
paper has three main findings. First, Afghans are considerably more sophisticated than is usually assumed. The experience of thirty
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years of war and displacement has disrupted old identities, changed assumptions about the traditional and the modern, and
reinforced the idea of the Afghanistan nation. Second, Afghans regard civil society not as NGOs or urban intellectuals, but rather as
all those citizens concerned about the public good as opposed to private or sectarian interests. Third, there is a growing belief that
the pervasive insecurity is less a result of conflict between the government and its international allies, on the one side, and
insurgents and al Qaeda on the other, and more a mutually reinforcing enterprise in which various armed actors collude in
predatory and criminal behavior.

http://tcf.org/publications/2011/2/building-afghan-peace-from-the-ground-up/pdf

Fear of Warlords' Return as Anti-Taliban Militias Clash

The Guardian / February 16, 2011

The dramatic build up of a controversial anti-Taliban militia that many Afghans fear could revive the country's detested warlords has
had to be suspended in a key district of Helmand amid outbreaks of fighting between different groups. The local defence
programme, which is similar to others that have been heavily promoted by US supreme commander David Petraeus as essential to
beating the Taliban, has also been put on hold amid concern that the informal police force, with 800 men, is already bigger than the
official police and could threaten government authority. US marines in the former Taliban stronghold of Marjah say they are using
the same approach they successfully employed with 'awakening' councils during the Iraq war. But problems are starting to show:
the district governor, Abdul Mutalib, last week called in leaders of the 30 groups of up to 50 gunmen to make them sign up to
stricter rules of behaviour.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/feb/16/afghans-fear-return-of-warlords
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