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Afghan hope is gone

Le Monde Diplomatique / By Chris Sands / January 11, 2011

At the end of each year, the anniversary of the Soviet invasion passes quietly in Afghanistan. There is little in the way of a public
commemoration, just the occasional radio show on the subject or a TV debate between ex-government officials and the mujahideen
they once fought.

War has long become a fact of life in this country, as regular as the changing of the seasons. The US and its Nato allies insist the
decades-old pattern is slowly coming to a close and progress is now being made. Few in Kabul hold out the same kind of hope.
“From the [communist] coup until now we have not had a peaceful day,” said Abdul Matin, a former jihadi who has taken to selling
fruit on the capital’s streets in an effort to earn a living.

http://mondediplo.com/openpage/afghan-hope-is-gone

Afghan High Peace Council Fails to Reflect Afghan Civil Society

United State Institute of Peace (USIP) / By Patricia Gossman / January 2011
The Afghan public, along with the international community, appears increasingly supportive of opening negotiations with the
Taliban to end the war. The Karzai administration also supports this, as reflected by the June 2010 Peace Jirga held in Kabul and the
70-member High Peace Council that was formed thereafter.

In spite of the talks, no one in Washington or Kabul has clarified what reconciliation means in practice, particularly with respect to
accountability for abuses that occurred during the rule of the Taliban as well as those that occurred when rival factions fought with
each other before the Taliban came to power.

On November 10, 2010 representatives from Afghan and international NGOs, as well as the U.N., gathered for a one-day Conference
on Peace, Reconciliation, and Justice in Kabul to revitalize public discussion on peace and reconciliation among the government of
Afghanistan, the international community, and Afghan civil society.

The discussions revealed a troubling disconnect between the High Peace Council and Afghan civil society representatives who
strongly criticized the Council’s inclusion of former militia leaders among its members, the lack of transparency in its activities, and
the lack of clarity in its objectives.

These criticisms indicate that for a peace process to have broad, popular support, the Afghan government and the international
community must make greater efforts to engage local leaders in a dialogue and account for the interests of communities and
interest groups that are not represented in the High Peace Council.

http://www.usip.org/files/resources/PB74-Afghan_High Peace Council Fails to Reflect Afghan Civil Society.pdf

Program to modernize Afghan justice system yields little so far

McClatchy / By Dion Nissenbaum / January 12, 2011

Kabul's five-star Serena Hotel is known as one of the city's most luxurious escapes from the daily grind of Afghanistan's gritty capital.
Home to the Kabul's first day spa, complete with a heated swimming pool, the heavily fortified hotel that's been a repeated target
of insurgent attacks bills itself as "an oasis of cool and serenity in the heart of the city."

For five months last year, the Serena was also the headquarters for a U.S. consulting firm with no experience in Afghanistan that the
U.S. government is paying $15 million to boost Afghans' confidence in their antiquated justice system.

http.//www.mcclatchydc.com/2011/01/12/106695/program-to-modernize-afghan-justice.htm/

Pakistan-Afghanistan to hold peace jirga

AFP /January 6, 2011
Pakistan and a visiting delegation of Afghan officials charged with trying to broker peace with the Taliban have agreed to hold a
peace "jirga" between the two countries, Islamabad said on Thursday.

A spokesman for Pakistan's foreign ministry said the decision was made during a visit to the capital by two dozen members of
Kabul's High Committee for Peace, led by its chairman, former Afghan premier Burhanuddin Rabbani.
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http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqgM5i9uMBddt6 AH2pP89iFe8Z722 Slw?docld=CNG.5ef495a04e9f24705338c4bd6be74062.7a1

Pakistan, Afghanistan Promote Stronger Ties in Effort to End Violence

Voice of America / January 10, 2011

Pakistan and Afghanistan have recently concluded high-level talks aimed at accelerating the process of reconciliation and
reintegration with Taliban insurgents to try to bring an end to the near decade-long Afghan conflict. The United Sates, which plans a
phased withdrawal of its combat troops this summer, has welcomed the increased interaction between Kabul and Islamabad, which
it believes is crucial for bringing peace to Afghanistan.

http;//www.voanews.com/english/news/Pakistan-Afghanistan-Promote-Stronger-Ties-in-Effort-to-End-Violence-113199534.html|

Afghanistan looks to Pakistan for help with Taliban

The Christian Science Monitor / January 5, 2011
As Pakistan deals with the fallout from Tuesday's assassination of Punjab Governor Salman Taseer, former Afghan President
Burhanuddin Rabbani met Wednesday with Pakistan's military chief to help nudge the Taliban to the negotiating table.

http;//www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-South-Central/2011/0105/Afghanistan-looks-to-Pakistan-for-help-with-Taliban

U.S. won't pursue Karzai allies in anti-corruption campaign

McClatchy / January 06, 2011

Under a new anti-corruption strategy for Afghanistan, the U.S. government won't aggressively pursue top Afghan officials suspected
of malfeasance, conceding that "limited judicial capacity and political interference" from President Hamid Karzai's government make
success in prosecuting them unlikely.

Instead, the document, obtained by McClatchy, puts a priority on fighting corruption at the local level and strengthening Afghan
institutions to deal with it, through an array of new and existing initiatives. Whether that approach will make a difference remains
unclear.

http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2011/01/06/106314/afghan-anti-corruption-plan-sidesteps. html#ixzz1ANiEcf69

Taleban 'agreed Sangin peace out of compassion' but won't give up arms

Scotsman / January 05, 2011
The Taleban commander who has agreed a ceasefire in Sangin has claimed he was motivated by compassion.

But the insurgency leader also warned his men will take up arms if the Americans break the terms of their landmark deal.

http://news.scotsman.com/news/Taleban-39agreed-Sangin-peace-out.6679419.jp

Tribe's deal with Afghan government offers chance of peace in southwest district

The Washington Post / January 5, 2011
Nestled amid Afghanistan's southwestern foothills, the lush pomegranate orchards and dense poppy groves of Sangin have seen
more combat fatalities than any other district in the country.

Relentless insurgent ambushes and roadside bombings in the district claimed the lives of more than 100 British troops from 2006 to
2010. The U.S. Marines have lost 29 men there since they took charge last summer, and the limbs of dozens more have been blown
off. Top commanders had all but given up hope that the district could be salvaged.

http;//www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/04/AR2011010405489.htm|

Though Largely Powerless, Afghan Peace Council Visits Islamabad With High Hopes

Radio Free Europe / By Charles Recknagel / January 04, 2011
The Afghan Peace Council is holding talks in Islamabad with Pakistani officials in an effort to build regional support for reconciliation
talks with the Taliban.

The 15-member delegation represents the first large-scale contact between the council and Islamabad since the group was formed
following last year's peace jirga in Kabul. The Afghan High Peace Council is tasked with exploring prospects for talks with the Taliban.

http://www.rferl.org/content/afghanistan_high peace council _islamabad_pakistan taliban/2267092.html

1 | aniw http://www.watchafghanistan.org



6wubwduwﬁ‘uw‘éd\fd\3ww I;m.*.

il o dews 63 oo oLzl lswss el Cals

wo R i law,ds 5l &€ e 5 2o LAl
WS ot Lakods Ol € e 5 S 52l shsa saile gabas (S Jatas
b Lo ol 5 s08ue o clodi a0 T culfe S
Ay o obsL Ko sasd 1 ylicul a9
st o JUieal GuaT ol 4 et ks ) 3 sans shisuaal ol laadio
blicati tchafghanistan.org  :Jaasl T s
publication@watchafghanistan.org  :Jaaa e )y tdaabuns g obl38

+93 (0) 778 893833 :(y4ili

LRl o d so by

o 58 ailad) ) (6 ppan (oo LTl ylp 50 SBl e (e Sl JRee ol Sy GBnlad) o
Sl Gl gl (ool S allae 51 Hhassa 5 5bas (el (SIS g0 anla S 4 Gane; 0l ol slainge el
Ay g JSES Bl wies yg Ol slass slacis 53

G RS algial 5 sk SSeses Siasi p allic el upe del o wile el alal wlgs ol el
O3S gl 5 elaial Golse BLAS Gl B s adlac (ol Ssen 4 5B WS e pe QLSS G st (s
il o Gledls sosae slagil,) 5 Lcallad ssaia; Ole 4 paaas s N (E5b o

f g Gule 59 o3 el 4 T ol Gl e b g Glasladl Ghows a5 50 o Sidn Sleslas 5l
OLesladl (LIS g5 0089 358 g S
Vo AT GeSs iy yaad (5 5280 GlA Gy (BIS sl Saeuy
+93 (0)799 21 55 77, 799 30 14 34 94
publication@watchafghanistan.org rJaanl
www.watchafghanistan.org Cabews g




