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Theater and Transitional Justice in Afghanistan: Creating Spaces for Change

ICTJ / By Nadia Siddiqui / December 2010

A central tenet of transitional justice is the need to give voice to victims of trauma and human rights violations in order to build a
more just and peaceful future. However, the arena and methods for this process are still sometimes contested, in particular
between judicial responses and nonjudicial responses that may include artistic/social theatrical approaches.

While transitional justice mechanisms—from truth-seeking to trials—are by their very nature performative, offering a forum for
victims’ testimony, only a select number of victims are able to participate. This can make certain individuals and groups feel
excluded and keep certain truths unexamined. Furthermore, in criminal justice settings participants are constrained in their
responses, given the strictures of formal proceedings and may face adversarial questioning of their experiences. Rather than set the
scene and express themselves freely, victims must confine their explanations to the questions asked. One witness before the Special
Court for Sierra Leone noted that while in the courtroom each witness speaks for him- or herself, in the context of a play
participants are able to present their stories simultaneously to show how different elements of their respective experiences are
linked. Many critics argue, however, that deploying more expressive or theatrical devices in a trial setting in particular—creating a
“morality play”—can impede due process and result in unfair trials, further setting back the establishment of rule of law.

http://www.ictj.org/static/Publications/ICT)_AFG_theaterbrieifing_pb2010.pdf

2010 Elections: A clear mess in the Land of the Light

Afghanistan Analysts Network (AAN) / By Fabrizio Foschini / December 15, 2010

Since Saturday it has become possible to do some real number crunching and to get a detailed analysis of the election results, after
the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) finally uploaded the polling results per polling station. For weeks, the web page
displayed an ‘Internal Server Error’ message, but a phone call to a senior IEC staff member seems to have done the trick. It is now
easily possible to check which votes were excluded and from which polling centres, and which have been kept in. AAN’s analyst
Fabrizio Foschini has been going through the Nuristan results and the picture is revealing. Even the remaining results, that have
gone through two rounds of scrutiny and disqualification show strong signs of fraud, suggesting that the election there was probably
fraudulent in its totality.

http.//www.aan-afghanistan.com/index.asp?id=1385

Get real: That’s the road to Afghan peace

The Globe and Mail/ by LOUISE ARBOUR/ December 2010

Canada has already borne tremendous sacrifices. With 154 soldiers killed and another 1,500 injured since it entered the war in
2002, Canada has marked the third-largest number of NATO casualties after the United States and Britain. Hundreds of soldiers and
civilians have worked heroically to stabilize the southern province of Kandahar, logging in countless frustrating days away from their
families while battling both ruthless insurgents in the field and the politics of policy drift in the NATO alliance.

http.//www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinions/opinion/get-real-thats-the-road-to-afghan-peace/article 1846170/

What comes after remembering? Some thoughts after National Victims Day in Afghanistan

Afghanistan Analysts Network (AAN) / By Kate Clark / December 16, 2010

There are days when Afghanistan’s sadness becomes overwhelming. For us, the Afghan National Victims’ Day was such a day. AAN
Senior Analyst Sari Kouvo and Political Researcher Obaid Ali participated in the Afghan National Victims’ Day demonstration and
commemoration.

http://www.aan-afghanistan.com/index.asp?id=1388

Taliban Insurgents Prepare to Attempt ‘Spectacular' Attacks, UN Envoy Says

Bloomberg / By Bill Varner / Dec 23, 2010
Taliban insurgents will attempt “spectacular attacks” on U.S. and allied military forces in Afghanistan in the coming months, the top
United Nations envoy to the war-torn central Asian nation said.

1 | aniw http://www.watchafghanistan.org
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“We are detecting from the anti-government elements an attempt to show on their side some spectacular attacks,” Staffan de
Mistura, head of the UN mission to Afghanistan, told reporters yesterday after briefing the Security Council.

. There is likely to be “an intense security environment in the next few months. In other words, our assessment is that before it gets
better, it may get worse.”

U.S., Afghan and allied forces are trying to degrade the Taliban militia in its southern Afghanistan stronghold while building up the
central government’s ability to secure the country. The conflict began in 2001 when the U.S. toppled the Taliban regime that
harbored the al-Qaeda terrorist group responsible for the Sept. 11 attacks in the U.S.

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2010-12-23/taliban-will-attempt-spectacular-attacks-in-afghanistan-un-envoy-says.html

Election Stalemate and the Revival of Old Fault Lines

Afghanistan Analysts Network (AAN) / By Martine van Bijlert / December 23, 2010

To all those who have lost track of what’s going on with the Afghan Parliamentary elections: don’t feel too bad. It has become very
difficult to follow, even for those of us who really try — not just in terms of who is pushing for what and what that may result in, but
also in terms of how deep the crisis is. The question underlying the bickering is whether this will ultimately fizzle out and blow over,
or whether it will develop into a full-blown (although possibly very slow) collapse of the Afghanistan as we have come to know it.

http;//www.aan-afghanistan.com/index.asp ?id=1406

Taliban 'want base in neutral third country before peace talks begin'

The Telegragh / By Rob Crilly/ December, 2010
In an interview with The Daily Telegraph, Mullah Abdul Salam Zaeef, the Taliban's former ambassador to Pakistan, said meaningful
talks were not possible until insurgent leaders had a safe base from which to negotiate.

"Taliban are condemned by the world. They have no address," he said in the sitting room of the Kabul safe house where he now
lives.

"If | was a Taliban | would choose a country close to Afghanistan but neutral, like the United Arab Emirates, somewhere which is not
interested in interfering in Afghanistan, like Pakistan or China."

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/afghanistan/8219644/Taliban-want-base-in-neutral-third-country-before-peace-talks-begin.html

Taliban makes demands in Afghan peace talks

The Telegragh/By Rob Crilly in Islamabad and Ben Farmer in Kandahar /December 22, 2010
US commanders have encouraged the Afghan government to establish talks with Taliban and other insurgents in an effort to resolve
the nine-year conflict.

President Hamid Karzai established a High Council for Peace earlier this month to foster negotiations with insurgents. The US has
used its helicopters to take Taliban commanders to meetings.

Afghan and Nato officials hope the talks can progress as they prepare for a withdrawal of American forces next year.

Ghairat Baheer, a leader of the Hizb-I-Islami insurgent group, headed by his father-in-law Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, has disclosed to
The Daily Telegraph the Taliban’s conditions for the talks.

http;//www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/afghanistan/8097519/Taliban-makes-demands-in-Afghan-peace-talks.html

Afghan War Just a Slice of U.S. Coverage

The New York Times/By BRIAN STELTER/ December 19, 2010
As the Obama administration conducted an Afghanistan-Pakistan strategy review this month, the news media did too, and the
coverage came peppered with question marks.

The same week that ABC News scheduled a series of segments titled “Afghanistan: Can We Win?,” Katie Couric of the “CBS Evening
News” devoted six minutes to a special report, “Can This War Be Won?”

A recent headline atop New York magazine repeated a question asked by dozens of opinion writers this year — and last year, and
the year before — “Why Are We in Afghanistan?” The questions reflect the complex nature of the Afghan war, and of the news
coverage.

http;//www.nytimes.com/2010/12/20/business/media/20coverage.html?_r=1&src=busin
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Afghan Taliban reject U.N. report on civilian deaths

The Reuters / By Sayed Salahuddin/ December 22, 2010
The Taliban on Wednesday branded as "fabricated" the latest U.N. report on civilian casualties in Afghanistan that blamed
insurgents for three-quarters of those killed and wounded in the first 10 months of 2010.

In a quarterly report on Afghanistan this month, the United Nations said civilian casualties had risen by 20 percent between January
1 and October 31 this year compared with same period in 2009.

It said there were 6,215 civilian casualties from conflict-related incidents, including 2,412 deaths and 3,803 injuries, over the period
and that "anti-government elements" had been responsible for 76 percent.

http://ca.reuters.com/article/topNews/idCATRE6BL1UC20101222 ?sp=true

Taliban's Cash Flow Grows From Heroin Trade, Crime

The NPR/ By Soraya Sarhaddi Nelson/ December 20, 2010
The latest review of the U.S. strategy in Afghanistan notes that coalition troops are making gains against the Taliban on the
battlefield. But that hasn't stemmed the flow of money into Taliban coffers.

U.S. diplomatic cables released by WikiLeaks reveal growing U.S. frustration with Arab allies and their failure to deal with charities
and private donors who send money to the Taliban and other extremist groups.

But analysts and officials say that donations to the Taliban could become a moot point given the group's growing ability to generate
cash on its own.

http://www.npr.org/2010/12/20/132205104/talibans-cash-flow-grows-from-heroin-trade-crime

Afghan war will fail unless Pakistan acts over militants

The Telegragh/ By Toby Harnden/ December, 15 2010
The assessment, the combined conclusion of the main United States intelligence agencies, came as a much more positive face was
presented by the White House on the eve of a review of strategy to be released on Thursday.

Robert Gibbs, President Barack Obama's spokesman, said that the review, ordered to take place a year after Mr Obama committed
a "surge" of an additional 30,000 American troops in a speech at West Point, will cite "important progress in halting the momentum
of the Taliban".

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/afghanistan/8204332/Afghan-war-will-fail-unless-Pakistan-acts-over-militants.html

Can economics help bring peace to Afghanistan?

The Foreign Policy / By Gerard Russell / December 16, 2010

A famous cartoon from Victorian Britain shows a nervous Afghan ruler standing between a lion and a bear, both of which are
looking at him hungrily. The caption says, "Save me from my friends." The animals represent the British and Russian empires, both
of which wanted to get their political paws on Kabul.

Afghanistan's neighbors are a different set today, but the cartoon still depicts one underlying truth. Impoverished, landlocked
Afghanistan remains deeply vulnerable to regional tensions, including those between India and Pakistan. Yet, in the time of empires,
it managed those tensions to its own advantage. It can do so again today, and in doing so help the United States' exit strategy. A
political process is the key; but economics can make a contribution.

http://afpak.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2010/12/16/afghanistans_neighbors_help_or_hindrance

Scots troops seize Taliban commander on daring raid in Afghanistan

The daily record/ by Craig Mcdonald / December 16, 2010
SCOTS soldiers staged a dramatic night-time raid to capture a Taliban commander.

The terror chief - nicknamed Spiderman for his climbing agility - fled during the Operation Brave Badger in a remote Afghan village.
But he was nabbed a mile away in a field by troops who fearlessly sprinted through the streets after him.

The Record accompanied the men from A Company, 5 Scots, on the operation - and we can reveal the full amazing details of the
mission, which has been hailed as a "significant success".

http;//www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/uk-world-news/2010/12/16/scots-troops-seize-taliban-commander-on-daring-raid-in-afghanistan-86908-22787503/
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Foreign Policy: The Zombie War In Afghanistan
The NPR / By Stephen M. Walt / December 20, 2010
Perhaps you noticed the following two headlines from last week's New York Times (print edition; the online headline is different):
"U.S. Will Widen War on Militants Inside Pakistan" and "Germany Will Begin Afghan Exit Next Year."

Those two stories tell you a lot about the situation in Central Asia, especially when read in the context of the latest strategy review.
Surprise, surprise: that review reaffirmed virtually all of the Obama administration's justifications for continuing the war, and
offered just enough upbeat assessments to support a continued effort. At the same time, it provides just enough prophylactic
pessimism to appear "realistic."

http;//www.npr.org/2010/12/22/132199040/foreign-policy-the-zombie-war-in-afghanistan ?ps=rs

For Obama, Politics Of Afghan War Less Vexing Than Strategy

The NPR/ by Frank James/ December 17, 2010
. It's easy to be pessimistic about Afghanistan. That nation has a history of breaking hearts, those of foreigners who've invaded and
occupied it over the centuries, and of its own people.

Many Americans know this. It helps to explain why about 6 out of 10 Americans don't believe the Afghanistan War has been worth
fighting, according to an ABC News poll released this week. Other polls show similar unpopularity.

For many Americans, Afghanistan has become the bad war in which the objectives of vanquishing the Taliban and keeping that
nation from once again becoming a staging area for terrorists seem to be receding beyond reach.

http;//www.npr.org/blogs/itsallpolitics/2010/12/17/132119560/for-obama-politics-of-afghan-war-less-vexing-than-strategy ?ps=rs

Afghanistan plans to open parliament on January 20

The Reuters/By Jonathon Burch/December 20, 2010
Afghanistan plans to inaugurate parliament on January 20, President Hamid Karzai's chief spokesman said on Monday, more than
four months after a parliamentary election marked by widespread fraud.

Political turmoil has been simmering since the hotly disputed September 18 parliamentary ballot, with losing candidates holding
street protests and tension rising over reports the attorney general's office had asked for the vote to be annulled.

http;//uk.reuters.com/article/idUKTRE6BJ1DS20101220

'We Can only Lose the War in Afghanistan’

The special online/ By Jess Smee /December 12, 2010

During a surprise weekend visit to Afghanistan, German Chancellor Angela Merkel finally called the conflict a warshe
brought along the kind of blunt language that many have accused her of avoiding in the past. German troops, she said,
were not just involved in "warlike conditions," a phrase that politicians in Berlin have become fond of using as a convenient
way of avoiding calling the Afghanistan conflict a war. "You are involved in the kind of combat one sees in war," Merkel
continued in her address to Bundeswehr soldiers in Kunduz, where most of the 4,700 German troops in the country are
based.

http;//www.spiegel.de/international/world/0,1518,735638,00.html|

Caught in a Taliban trap: Afghan aid fuels war and inequality, coalition told

The age/ By Dan Oakes and Tarin Kowt/ December 20, 2010
MUCH of the billions of dollars in international aid to Afghanistan is ending up in the pockets of the Taliban and fuelling the
insurgency, according to a Defence counter-insurgency expert.

Poverty reduction and the building of infrastructure is also counterproductive and is undermining efforts to bring peace to
Afghanistan, David Matthews said.

Dr Matthews, head of the counter-insurgency studies team at the Defence Science and Technology Organisation, was presenting a
briefing to coalition officials at Australia's main Afghan base at Tarin Kowt, including the overall coalition commander in Oruzgan
province, US Colonel Jim Creighton, and Australian commander Lieutenant-Colonel Darren Huxley.

http;//www.theage.com.au/world/caught-in-a-taliban-trap-afghan-aid-fuels-war-and-inequality-coalition-told-20101219-191w2.html|
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5 Things The Afghan War Review Didn't Say

The NPR/ by Alan Greenblatt / December 16, 2010
As expected, the Obama administration's review of progress in the war in Afghanistan was mostly optimistic, outlining progress in
key strategic areas such as beating back the Taliban and depleting the operational capacity of al-Qaida.

Still, the summary of the review that was released by the White House on Thursday leaves many questions unanswered. For the
administration's strategy to succeed within the time frame it currently proposes — handing over primary security responsibility to
the Afghans by 2014 — the following problem areas will have to be addressed:

The Afghan Government: State Department diplomats have complained that President Hamid Karzai has been an unreliable ally.
Members of his government — notably his half-brother, Ahmed Wali Karzai, the chair of Kandahar's provincial council — have been
accused of corruption

http.//www.npr.org/2010/12/16/132111316/5-things-the-afghan-war-review-didnt-say

Obama: U.S. 'On Track' In Afghanistan

The NPR / by Alan Greenblatt / December 16, 2010
The U.S. and its allies are making progress toward its goals in Afghanistan, President Obama declared Thursday.

"I want to be clear: This continues to be a very difficult endeavor, but | can report that thanks to the extraordinary service of our
troops and our civilians on the group we are on track to achieve our goals," Obama said at a press conference following the release
of his administration's review of its Afghan war strategy.

The president said the U.S. was seeing "significant progress" in its core goal of "disrupting, dismantling and ultimately defeating al-
Qaida" in the region. But both he and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton stressed that the gains, while significant, were also fragile
and reversible.

http;//www.npr.org/2010/12/16/132106367/obama-u-s-on-track-in-afghanistan ?ps=rs

Obama's War Review: Dual Messages On Afghanistan

The NPR / by Alan Greenblat/ December 15, 2010
You can't please everybody. Yet that is the difficult trick that President Obama is trying to pull off when it comes to Afghanistan.

The administration is releasing a major review of the war's progress Thursday. No one is expecting it to lead to any significant
change in strategy.

Instead, Obama will use it as an opportunity to offer reassurance to a range of parties concerned with the question of how the war
is going: NATO allies; congressional Republicans and his fellow Democrats; U.S. troops and neighboring countries such as Pakistan.

Making Obama's task more complicated is the fact that within each of these constituencies there is a variety of opinion about what
sort of goals the U.S. should pursue at this point.

http://www.npr.org/2010/12/15/132079987/obamas-war-review-dual-messages-on-afghanistan ?ps=rs

Afghan leader orders new court for poll complaint

The Reuters / By Sayed Salahuddin/ December 27, 2010
(- A new court will be set up in Afghanistan to specifically hear fraud complaints from September's parliamentary election before the
assembly can be formed, a senior official said on Monday.

The last of the results from the September 18 vote were released on December 1 and President Hamid Karzai's office had promised
a new parliament would be formed on January 20 -- more than a month after disgruntled lawmakers demanded a new assembly be
formed.

http://uk.reuters.com/article/idUKTRE6BQ14W20101227 ?loomia_ow=t0:50:a54:912:r2:c0.404245:b40429068:23

Afghanistan Battles Insecurity, Joblessness

The VOA/Bethany Matta/ 23 December 2010
Growing insecurity and unemployment in Afghanistan is forcing Afghans into the capital, across borders and into the insurgency
looking for work.

Every day hundreds of men gather at Kote Sangi; one of the busiest intersections in Kabul. They fill the intersection waiting for work;
they pass time talking and joking over cups of tea.
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The workers say from morning until afternoon they wait and breathe in the pollution. They say in Dari there is a saying that "if you
are bored and have nothing to do, go outside and measure the roads." The workers say that is what they are doing; they are
measuring the roads.

http;//www.voanews.com/english/news/Battling-Insecurity-and-Joblessness-in-Afghanistan-112372424.html|

Afghan Taliban leadership splintered by intense US military campaign

The Guardian /By Jon Boone/December 22, 2010

The US military onslaught against the Taliban in Kandahar has dealt a major blow against insurgent commanders who have been
forced to flee areas they used to control and reduced two of the most senior insurgent field commanders to squabbling over
footsoldiers, residents in the critically important southern province say.

Tribal elders and ordinary villagers living at the centre of Barack Obama's military surge in and around Kandahar city say it has
severely damaged the Taliban's capability, with senior commanders and foreign fighters quitting the key districts of Zhari, Panjwai
and Arghandab altogether.

http;//www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/dec/22/us-military-make-taliban-flee

Analysis: In Afghan war, U.S. finds fighting may be easy part

The Reuters / By Missy Ryan/ December 20, 2010
While the White House review of the Afghan war last week reported a surge in U.S. troops has pushed Taliban militants out of some
key areas, it also underscored that fighting may be the easy part in Afghanistan.

The review, despite a cautiously optimistic tone, recognized that much remains to be done to improve Afghan governance and
persuade Pakistan to end militant safe-havens as U.S. President Barack Obama aims to start bringing troops home next year.

http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTREGBFOWQ20101220

U.S. Sharpens Criticism of Afghan Corruption

The Wall Street Journal/ by MARIA ABI-HABIB/ December 17, 2010
Any military gains made by U.S.-led coalition forces in Afghanistan are fragile and will be easily reversed unless the Afghan
government improves governance and cracks down on corruption, top American officials said in Kabul Friday.

The comments, made by Admiral Mike Mullen, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and by the U.S. ambassador to Kabul, Karl
Eikenberry, came a day after the White House released a review of the nine-year war in Afghanistan, highlighting steady progress in
the military effort.

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703395904576025372414556398.html

U.N. Maps Out Afghan Security

The wall Street Journal/ By YAROSLAV TROFIMOV / December 26, 2010

Internal United Nations maps show a marked deterioration of the security situation in Afghanistan during this year's fighting season,
countering the Obama administration's optimistic assessments of military progress since the surge of additional American forces
began a year ago.

The Wall Street Journal was able to view two confidential "residual risk accessibility" maps, one compiled by the U.N. at the annual
fighting season's start in March 2010 and another at its tail end in October. The maps, used by U.N. personnel to gauge the dangers
of travel and running programs, divide the country's districts into four categories: very high risk, high risk, medium risk and low risk.

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203568004576043842922347526.html
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